
REACH OUT TO KIRIBATI CHALLENGE
Guides around the world share the same 
Promise and values of friendship, service, and 
leadership. This challenge helps girls learn 
about Guiding in Kiribati (pronounced Kiri-bas) 
and the Pacific region, and how Australian 
Guides can support their Guiding sisters.

There are three Guide Districts in Kiribati. Two 
are on Tarawa and one on Kiritimati, which is 
about 3300km away across the Pacific Ocean. 
The next closest Guides are in Fiji, more than 
2000km away from Tarawa, so they rarely 
have the chance to meet other Guides like we 
can at Region camps or Jamborees.

Tarawa and Kiritimati are large coral atolls, 
that sit very low above the ocean, mostly 
about one meter above sea level.

Guides in Kiribati often use photocopies of the 
Pacific Guiding Handbook. The handbook and 
the challenge activities are written in English 
which is not their first language. Girls in Kiribati 
learn some English at school, but many speak 
their own language at home.

Because they live so far from other Guide 
groups, they do not have easy access to 
Guiding resources. There is no Guide Shop 
where they can buy badges when they 
complete challenges and local women sew 
the Guide uniforms when they can source the 
material. Many children do not wear shoes 
either, so it is a different lifestyle to ours in 
Australia.

Guides in Australia can help our Guiding sisters 
in Kiribati have access to some of the things 
we often take for granted.

We are raising funds to help make their 
dreams possible by:

•	 translating and printing the Guiding 
handbook and challenge activities into 
their language 

•	 providing Guiding resources that girls 
can easily understand 

•	 supplying blank badges that local 
women can embroider when girls earn 
a challenge

•	 supporting Leaders to learn new ways 
to make Guiding meaningful and 
relevant for their girls

•	 providing a Promise Badge for every 
Member

By purchasing the Reach Out to Kiribati 
fundraising badge, you will be helping your 
Guiding sisters in Kiribati.

In these pages you will also find some 
challenges to help girls learn more about 
Guiding and life in the Pacific, including Kiribati. 
There is also an opportunity to share your 
Guiding experiences with them.

It would be wonderful if each Unit could 
purchase badges for all the girls so they can 
show their support for their Guiding sisters.

Badges can also be sold to family and friends 
to highlight Girl Guides Australia’s service 
project – reaching out in friendship to Kiribati.

The badge is not dependent on completing 
the activities, but we encourage girls to try 
at least some of them. These activities may 
also contribute to Australian Guide 
Program challenges.

Complete activities from each 
section, or challenge yourself to 
complete several from all sections. 
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Â   DISCOVER� Learn About Kiribati and the Pacific

Challenge What To Do Materials / Preparation

Map the Pacific Find the Pacific countries where 
Guiding takes place. Mark them 
on a wall map or explore using 
Google Maps.

Printed map of the 
Pacific, markers

Patrol Relay 
Challenge

Create a relay race where 
Patrols place the correct 
country name on the map.

Printed maps, country 
name strips

Pacific Food 
Experience

Share or prepare Pacific 
foods, try fresh coconut or 
make coconut ice or coconut 
macaroons and host a 
fundraising afternoon tea.

Cooking ingredients, 
plates, serving table

Pacific Welcome Create and present head 
garlands (page 7)  and learn the 
greeting ‘Mauri’ used in Kiribati.

Flowers, ribbon, raffia

Kim’s Game – Pacific 
Edition

Collect 10 objects related to 
Pacific culture and test memory 
using Kim’s Game.

Objects or pictures, 
cloth cover
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Â   EXPLORE� Understand Challenges and Culture

Challenge What To Do Materials / Preparation

Asia Pacific Guiding Play the Asia Pacific Region 
Matching game (pages 8-17) 
with the 26 countries in the 
region.

Printed cards, scissors

Life in Kiribati Research life for girls in Kiribati 
including school, culture, and 
daily life.

Internet or books

Environmental 
Challenges

Investigate issues such as sea 
level rise, waste management, 
sanitation, or clean water 
access in Pacific nations.

Research materials, 
poster paper

Build a Tippy Tap Construct a simple hand-
washing station using basic 
materials. See page 6 for 
instructions.

Water container, rope, 
sticks, soap
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Â   LEAD / TAKE ACTION� Support International Guiding

Challenge What To Do Materials / Preparation

Share a Guiding 
Game

Document a game your Unit 
enjoys and share it with Guides 
in Kiribati care of GIrl Guides 
Australia’s National Coordinator 
International, Veronica Heard, at 
international@girlguides.org.au

Paper, camera or 
phone

Send a Greeting 
Video

Create a short video introducing 
your Unit and sharing a song, 
activity or dance. Upload it to 
share with Guides in Kiribati:

https://form.jotform.
com/261039265229862

Phone or camera

Advocacy Challenge Raise awareness of 
environmental or sanitation  
issues affecting Pacific nations 
and plan an action.

Poster materials or 
presentation tools

Leadership 
Fundraiser

Plan and run a fundraising or 
awareness event to support the 
Reach Out to Kiribati project.

Event planning 
materials

mailto:international%40girlguides.org.au?subject=Reach%20Out%20Kiribati%20Guiding%20Game
https://form.jotform.com/261039265229862
https://form.jotform.com/261039265229862
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Friends of Asia Pacific 
WAGGGS (FAPW)

Friends of Asia Pacific WAGGGS is a network of 
supporters who strengthen Guiding across the 
Asia Pacific Region. The Girl Guides Australia Reach 
Out to Kiribati Project is partially supported by 
FAPW. 

Find out how you can join and support FAPW.

Supporting Guiding in 
Kiribati

In late September, a small team of experienced 
Australian Guiding Trainers and Leaders will travel 
to Kiribati via Fiji to work with local Leaders. The aim 
of this visit is to support leadership development 
and strengthen Guiding for girls and young 
women to have a voice in their communities.

It has been approximately 15 years since Leaders 
in Kiribati have had access to formal Guiding 
training. Leaders have expressed a strong desire to 
develop their skills so they can confidently deliver 
the Guiding program for girls in Kiribati.

Around 15 years ago, the Pacific Guiding Handbook 
was developed. While it has been valuable, some 
challenges remain. These include:

• the handbook being written in English
rather than the local language, so is not as
useful as it could be

• limited access to badges to recognise girls’
achievements

• some challenges are not always relevant
to the local context

This project aims to work in partnership with local 
Leaders to adapt resources, strengthen training, 
and support sustainable Guiding in Kiribati.

Fundraising

You can support this project in several ways:

• Purchase the Kiribati fundraising badge at
guideshop.com.au

• Donate the value of a badge or badges to
provide one for a Guide or one each for a
whole Unit in Kiribati

• Hold a Unit or community fundraising
activity

• Embed the Reach Out for Kiribati
challenges into your program to help
build Guides’ understanding of our global
significance and role we can all play in the
Asia Pacific.

Funds raised from activities should be sent to 
Girl Guides Australia – Reach Out to Kiribati via 
our secure online donation portal at https://
girl-guides-australia.grassrootz.com/
reach-out-kiribati

Small badge. Global impact.  
Support Guiding in Kiribati today

👈 Buy the badge! Fundraise! 👉

https://www.wagggs.org/en/our-world/asia-pacific-region/Support-us/friends-asia-pacific-wagggs-fapw-introduction/
http://guideshop.com.au
https://girl-guides-australia.grassrootz.com/reach-out-kiribati
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Resources

Source: https://www.childrenforhealth.org/articles/how-to-help-build-a-tippy-tap/

https://www.childrenforhealth.org/articles/how-to-help-build-a-tippy-tap/

https://www.childrenforhealth.org/articles/how-to-help-build-a-tippy-tap/
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How to Make a Head 
Garland

Attach flowers and leaves to a headband to 
create a head garland. You can use a mix of fresh 
or artificial flowers and leaves.

The headband can be made from ribbon, raffia, or 
other suitable materials. Flowers and leaves can 
be glued, tied, or woven into the band.

The finished garland sits on top of the head like 
a crown, similar to those worn in Pacific Island 
cultures, including Kiribati and the Cook Islands, as 
a sign of welcome and celebration.
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