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Make a Tin-Can Telephone 

 

• Take two empty tin-cans and a long piece of string.   
• Carefully punch a hole in the bottom of each tin-can by 

gently hammering a nail through their bases.  
• Pass one end of the string through the hole of one of the tin-

cans.   
• Tie a large knot on the end of the string on the inside of the 

tin-can so the string cannot be pulled out.   
• Repeat with the other tin-can at the other end of the string.   
• Have a friend take one of the tin-cans and then move away from you so that the string pulls taut.   
• Take it in turns to speak into the open end of one tin-can while the other person holds her tin-

can to her ear to listen. 
 

 

 

 

 

Materials 

 2 empty tin-cans 
 A long piece of string 
 Nail 
 Hammer 
 

 


